
Academic
Success

SPARK Program-For the 5th consecutive
summer, the Muscatine Community School
District partnered with AIM to deliver
SPARK, a full-day summer learning program
designed to combat summer learning loss
and promote academic growth. Each
morning, students participate in focused
reading and math instruction. Afternoons are
dedicated to hands-on enrichment classes
that spark curiosity and creativity through
STEM, the arts, and career exploration. AIM
proudly continues to support the enrichment
portion of SPARK, helping students discover
new interests and build skills that extend
beyond the classroom.
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Value of

Volunteer TimeSPARK Partners
Betty Collins’ Prehistoric Teeth Collection
CultureALL
Fire Department
Girl Scouts
Grain Processing Corporation
HNI
ISU Ext & Outreach Muscatine County
Mama Katambwa
Muscatine Ag Center
Muscatine Art Center
Muscatine Community College
Muscatine County Conservation
Muscatine Art Center
Muscatine Power & Water
Musser Public Library
Pilot Club
Police Department
Stanley Center for Peace and Security

MCC Career Exploration Class
Guests
City of Muscatine Parks and Recreation
City of Muscatine Refuse Dept
HNI
Hy-vee
Muscatine Ag Center
Muscatine County Conservation 
Muscatine Fire Department
Muscatine Police Department
Muscatine Power and Water
Muscatine Radiology
Rock Valley Physical Therapy
Stanley Center for Peace and Security
U of Iowa Healthcare

Goal: Every child succeeds academically through support in and out of school.
SMART Targets: Increase 3rd grade reading proficiency from 47% in spring of 2023 (211 students) to 70%
by spring of 2030 (320 students).  Spring 2025 is 59%.
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Muscatine Schools Enrichment Program-
Learning doesn’t stop at the classroom door.
That’s why we’re committed to building strong
connections between students and our
community. Through partnerships with local
businesses and organizations, we bring real-
world experiences into Kindergarten through
6th-grade classrooms in the Muscatine
Community School District.

This initiative is guided by three key goals:
Enhance hands-on learning by aligning
community experiences with classroom
curriculum.
Strengthen students’ sense of belonging by
connecting them to the broader community.
Introduce students to a variety of careers to
spark early interest and inspiration.

Muscatine Elementary Enrichment Community Partners
CultureAll
Indigenous Coalition of Muscatine
ISU Ext & Outreach
It Takes A Village
James Zahara and the Beast
Jill Esbaum-Author
MCC Supply Chain & Logistics

MCC Nursing
Muscatine Art Center
Muscatine County Conservation
Musser Library
Pearl Button Museum
Stanley Center for Peace and Security
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West Liberty Enrichment
Community Partnerships
Diversity Services Center of Iowa
ISU Extension and Outreach Muscatine County
Muscatine County Conservation

4
Unique

Experiences

260
Students

4
Community

Partners

West Liberty Enrichment Program: Children are naturally curious and love to learn, especially when they
can apply what they’ve learned in meaningful, hands-on ways. Each school year, we collaborate with West
Liberty Elementary to support enrichment activities for kindergarten and 3rd-grade classes. This year, we
expanded our efforts by also working with 2nd-grade students, connecting them to Stanley Center for
Peace and Security Culture Kits to enhance their unit on China.

One 2nd-grade teacher shared: “We showed the items to students and they really enjoyed being able to
have a hands-on experience. They loved seeing the money and the different pieces of art. The kit
definitely helped their learning of Chinese culture!”

This initiative provided students with immersive learning experiences that deepened their engagement
with classroom content. For example, students explored STEM concepts through basic coding activities
using Hexbugs, provided by Iowa State University Extension and Outreach. Kim Wiele, a retired teacher
from West Liberty Elementary, led the popular 3rd-grade STEM Hexbug and Kindergarten roller coaster
activity. Students were excited to reconnect with a beloved former teacher and appreciated the chance to
learn from her through hands-on exploration.

Students also learned about migration history and cultural artifacts through the Diversity Services Center
of Iowa, and observed tadpole metamorphosis from Muscatine County Conservation.

West Liberty Schools
Enrichment Program
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